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        In a village far hidden in a forest lived a newly engaged couple " Abeytzi and Jasper". Every year it is always someone new and sometimes always the same old thing, but this year is different. Abeytzi's parents are the only family in the village that are going very economically poor to the point where they no longer have money for the family nor money to pay the bank. "Oh mother of mine, this is terrible! What can I do to help?" asked Abeytzi. "Darling just pray that this year our crops won't die. All you can do is just help with whatever you can do around the house and with these children to stay in school and let us do the job, Abey." she said as she was chopping leaks on her wooden table. "Mother Lavinia! Great news Mother Lavinia! You must hear this at once, I swear you will be happy and proud of me!" shouted Abeytzi's adopted older brother as he was running inside the kitchen. "Oh my, what's with such ruckus Xavier? What is the great news? Spill it!" Lavinia exclaimed. "Guess who got accepted into the business company at the center?"  Xavier said with such excitement. "No way!" Abeytzi interrupted with surprised.  "YES WAY! I'm going to work with Mr. Chase LaSalle.”  He proudly announced. "Lord thank you! Oh Xavier! I'm so proud of you!" Lavinia congratulated as she gently hugged him. "Oh and by the way I invited him over for dinner if that is okay mother Lavinia." Xavier said as he was leaving the kitchen. "No that’s great! I'm egger to see Mr. LaSalle and have him over for dinner." as Lavinia holds her hands with excitement.  
        That night Mr. LaSalle went over to the family's house for dinner. Abeytzi was the first one to open the door. As she opened the door both Mr. LaSalle and Abeytzi had a moment where both their eyes gazed at each other. A young business man who seems to be in his 20s with such beautiful blue/grey eyes and wavy blonde hair stands in front of Abeytzi.  "Why hello miss, my name is Chase LaSalle and you are?" he gave a shy smile. Abeytzi reacted as she was in her own world gazing into the eyes of this man that made her heart race, "Your eyes are beautiful..” "She accidentally speaks out loud. “ Thank you, that’s very kind of you" Chase laughed. " I-I mean hi, hello! I'm Abeytzi Ashford. It is really nice to meet you! I'm so sorry please come in Mr. LaSalle." She apologizes " Abeytzi, that's a beautiful unique name. You may call me just Chase and thank you." Chase smiled at her as he walked in the door. "Okay Chase you can just head to your left and there is the living room. Xavier will be with you in a minute. Make yourself feel at home."  She said as she directed him to meet up with Xavier. As Chase left, Abeytzi stayed behind to think about what just happened. "Nope! I have a Jasper. I have a Jasper. I HAVE A JASPER!" she thought out loud in her mind.  “Abey what are you thinking! This beautiful young man comes into my house. No. I’m in love with Jasper and soon to be a Mrs. Brewer. Abey you’re going to marry Jasper Brewer within a couple of months.” She thought to herself. “Snap out of it” She mumbled.  Jasper walked out from the kitchen heading to the dinning room. “Hey sunshine, why aren’t you in the dinning room with us? Is there something the matter?” he questions it. “No darling, everything seems to be alright.” She smiled. “Alright” he sounded not satisfied but confused.    
      During the dinner everyone seemed to enjoy the night until someone brought up the special day that was coming up within a week. “Mama, who do you think who might be the lucky person this year?” The little boy asked Lavinia. “Quiet you, don’t talk about such things like this on the table, especially when we have a guest.” Lavinia scolded him. Chase got curious about the topic that the little boy brought up. “Say kid, what’s your name?” The little boy felt embarrassed and shy “Todd”.  “Alright Todd, mind telling me about what do you mean who is going to be the lucky one? I’m just curious”. Todd looked at his mother. “Oh boy.” Lavinia cleared her throat and as soon she was about to explain Xavier went ahead to explain to Chase about their village tradition. “Well allow me to explain it for you Mr. LaSalle. Every year on July 13th we all gather at the village center and this guy who has a gift predicts the person who will give themselves up for our strong crops and harvest all season long.” Xavier explained “Oh…like a sacrifice much?” Chase got interested. “More likely but we don’t like to refer to that word”. Chase got even more curious. “What if you don’t want to give yourself up? What then?” Chase asked. “Well, there’s serious consequences you’ll face like you know getting stoned to death and what not.” Xavier said “I see.” Chase mumbled to himself. “Why do you feel so interested if I may ask Chase.” Asked Abeytzi. “It’s Mr. LaSalle, Abeytzi! Have some manners!” Both Xavier and Lavinia raised their voices at Abeytzi. “It’s okay, I told Abeytzi to call me by my first name.” Chase defended her as there eyes met. Jasper walked in and he happen to see what was going on and sees that Abeytzi and Chase were gazing at each other. “Well! Why don’t you look at the time! Gee it sure getting late don’t you think?” Jasper interrupted the conversation and breaking the awkward mood. “I do agree. Mr.?” “It’s Mr. Brewer. Jasper Brewer.” Jasper corrected him. “Mr. Brewer! Yes, yes. It is getting late, Miss Abeytzi mind walking me out? Chase asked. “And she’s Mrs. By the way” Jasper addressed. “Well pardon me sir, I shall go.” Lavinia and Xavier questioned the fact that Chase LaSalle asked Abeytzi to walk him out. Once Abeytzi and Chase were out Chase slide in a piece of paper into Abeytzi’s dress pocket. “What’s this?” She asked. “You’ll see it later when your husband isn’t around.” He winked at her. “My ride is around the block, I shall leave. Thank you for such delicious plates today, I loved it.” He complimented. “Thank you and you’re welcome. Please come again whenever.” Chase got closer and hold her hand “Oh I will” he said as he kissed her hand. Abeytzi blushed and her heart started to race “Oh my.” Chase started to walk away. “Till then my beautiful lady.”  And he vanished away. Abeytzi opened the piece of paper and it was his phone number. “Well then” She mumbled to herself. “I guess I’m going to have various trips to the post office since we don’t have a phone.” She thought to herself. “I’m okay with this.”
             Days had passed and the special event is getting closer than most people think, it’s just only 1 day left. Abeytzi was having an affair with Chase behind Jasper and her family’s backs.  Each day they’re getting closer to each other and confessing their love towards one and the other while everybody is getting ready for the event. A middle aged man walks around the village greeting them. “Welcome back Jocasta!” “It’s good to see you again” the people in the village would say to him. Jocasta is a very important man for the event; his ancestors were the one who started with this tradition. “Hope everyone is ready for tomorrow’s event!” He yelled. Everyone proceeds with the event. 
            Abeytzi and Chase were having a day out in the forest having a picnic by a river stream. “Abey, you know I love you right?” Chase asked. “Why yes darling. Why do you ask such silly question?” Abeytzi responded. “ Would you leave Jasper for me?” He asked. Abeytzi dropped her tea making the cup to break. “Would you?” He asked again. “I’m soon going to marry him Chase, please don’t make me do this.” She stuttered. “Do you love me or him?” Chase continued. Abeytzi couldn’t answer so Chase starts to kiss her. “What is the meaning of this!?” someone yelled. “Jasper??” she yelled out of surprised. Jasper was carrying an axe for cutting wood for the event. “Its not what you think!” She continued. “How can you do this to me Abey? I trusted you and you destroyed everything I had with you.” Jasper angrily cried and left. “No jasper wait!” Cried Abeytzi. “Leave him!” Chase said as he held her back. “No…” 
       The next day at noon everybody was to report at the village center. Jocasta was ready to make a speech and to announce the lucky winner. Abeytzi and Jasper didn’t talk at all to each other that day. Everyone in village was present. “Alright everyone, I want to thank you all for coming today and as usual of our annual special event let us proceed with our lucky winner for today.” Jocasta announced. The children made drumming sound while Jocasta pulled out an envelope. Everybody was holding their hands hoping they don’t get their named called. Jasper was with Abeytzi’s family while she was at the other side of the crowd. “Oh, we have a female this time.” Said Jocasta. You can here some mean sighed of relieved and some of fear of loosing their wives, sisters, and mothers. Although Jasper was heartbroken, he is still worried about Abeytzi. “And it starts with the letter A”. He looked straight at Abeytzi. Keep in mind Jocasta never met her and today was his first time meeting her and last time. “My dear young lady, it’s you Abeytzi” He declared. She gasped in horror, so as her family. Jasper freaked out. “T-this can’t be!” Abeytzi cried. “NO! Please! You must be wrong!” She cried in horror and disbelief. “I am never wrong sweetie” He said. Abeytzi ran to her mother. “Mother please help me.” She cried. Even though it hurt her more than ever she knew she had to swallow her pain again. “Another child of mine have to go.” She mumbled. “What mother?” Abeytzi asked as she was tearing up. “Abeytzi stop crying for the love of God, if you want to know how you can help us out, give yourself up for once!” Lavinia affirmed. Abeytzi looked puzzled and heartbroken from what her mother told her. Abeytzi turned to Jasper crying for help. “I would but you broke my heart, I can’t do anything for you anymore. You know the rules Abeytzi. “Nooooo!!!!” She yelled in terror. “You don’t understand Jasper!!” She cried. “What don’t I understand Abey? Tell me.” Jasper confronted. “Jasper, I haven’t told you..” “Told me what?” Jasper interrupted. “I was waiting for a perfect time to tell you that..”  “Just tell me already! That you cheated on me the entire time? “ “No Jasper! I’m sorry! But you don’t understand! I’m pregnant!” Abeytzi cried. The whole village gasped with shock. “Whose baby is it? Chase LaSalle’s. Get lost.” Jasper pushed her. “No Jasper! Please! It’s yours! I’m 2 months pregnant.” Abeytzi said as she was walking away from everyone in the crowd. Jasper felt even more hurt knowing that she was pregnant and Abeytzi happen to be the lucky one this year. He knows perfectly what is going to happen and he hates it. He tried not to cry and he swallowed his own pain.
                Abeytzi thought it would be a good idea to escape and run into the forest. It wasn’t. All of the people went after her with torches and weapons. She ran and ran until she can longer run. When Abeytzi looked up She saw Chase LaSalle standing in front of her with the picnic basket from earlier. “Please. Help me.” She reaches his arm for help. Chase held her. “Are you okay? What’s going on? Is it that event? Did it start?” He asked frightened. “It’s me Chase, I’m the lucky one. You have to help me escape, please, I beg you.” She cried.
“ Okay fine I will help you.” He said. He carried her and started to walk by the stream. “You know, this event really interested me a lot, every since my cousin talks about it.” Chase said. “What are you talking about Chase?” 
“My cousin Jocasta. That’s the reason why I came here, to visit him. I’m going to take you to him to meet him.” Chase mentioned. “You’re kidding me!” She freaked out. “No, I’m not”. “Please put me down! No!” She screamed. “Too bad we’re already here. “Thanks dear cousin of mine.” Jocasta thanked Chase. “No problem! Anything for my favorite cousin. Abeytzi screamed in terror. Jocasta had Abeytzi in a boat together and sailed to the center of the lake. He said some prayers and pushed her into the water and then Abeytzi can see Jocasta drowning her in the lake. She sees herself going deeper and deeper under the water until everything went dark,
And then minutes later Abeytzi wakes up crying. Her mother rushes in her room. “Abbey, what’s wrong?” Abeytzi’s mother was worried. “Mommy” Abeytzi’s voice was shaking from crying. “Sweetie it’s okay, everything is okay. It was only just a nightmare you had.” “But mommy, it was really scary.” Abeytzi said as she was holding her mother. “I know it was, sweetheart. I’m here with you now. “ Her mother said as she was comforting her 10 year old daughter. “It was all just a dream,” She said.
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